Course Syllabus 2015-2016
Small Animal Care and Management
Instructor: Mrs. Myria Shipman
(912)395-2000, Myria.Shipman@sccpss.com 
Study/Tutoring Hours: Tuesdays, 3:45-5:00pm (by appointment)
Program Concentration: Agriculture
Career Pathway(s): Small Animal Care and Management
Course Description:  The agricultural education course in small animal care and management is designed to provide students with skills and concepts involved in the care and management of companion animals.  Topics covered include nutrition, habitat, healthcare, grooming, and general animal care for a variety of small animal species.  The target population is career preparatory students desiring to continue their education after high school or to enter the workforce after graduation from high school. This course allows students entering the workforce after graduation from high school to develop entry-level skills to become employed and to continue their education on the job.
Grading Policy:

· Classwork- 25%
· Tests/Quizzes- 25%
· Lab/Projects- 50%*
*All students are required to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project as part of their lab/project grade. It will account for approximately 15% of your final grade. 
Materials Needed:

· All students are required to have a binder or a section in their binder for Animal Science materials. 
· Students are expected to bring all materials such as paper, pens and pencils to class daily.
· We also recommend that each student bring a CD-RW or USB drive for research projects. 

· Students should be prepared for labs in a variety of settings. 
· I will send reminders about meeting locations, upcoming tests and due dates, etc. on the Remind App. Please see attachment to join. 
Classroom Rules and Procedures
As a member of this class, students are expected to:

· Participate fully in the learning process, complete all assignments to the best of their ability, and ask for help when needed.

· Work to foster a positive learning environment for everyone in the classroom by avoiding disruptive actions that will interfere with their own and other students’ learning.
· Show respect for themselves, their teachers, fellow classmates, and all other members and employees of the school. 

· Maintain a clean work area and avoid damaging classroom and laboratory equipment. 

· Follow all rules and guidelines set forth by the BOE in the Student Handbook
Students who do not follow the above directions will face appropriate consequences as determined by the teacher, school administration, and the guidelines set forth by the Board of Education. 

Makeup Work Policy

· As stated by school board policy in the Student Handbook, students must make up all tests within 3 school days after a student returns from an absence. 

· Students must make up all other assignments at least two days prior to the issuance of progress reports, which will be issued each 4.5 weeks as mandated by county policy. 
· Students will need to set up an appointment before or after school to make up any missed assignments or tests.

· It is the student’s responsibility to make up all missed work. If there are any concerns or issues, contact the teacher prior to the above deadlines. Failure to make up work in a timely fashion will severely hurt the student’s grades.
Georgia Performance Standards


During the next year, this course will cover all of the Georgia Performance Standards set forth by the Georgia Department of Education. These standards are posted in the room and can be found at: www.georgiastandards.org. 

SAE Requirements:
Supervised agricultural experiences are an integral part of the agricultural education program at South Effingham High School. SAE programs allow students to gain real world experiences in the activities of the agriculture industry while building skills in organization, recordkeeping, decision-making, and analysis. All students will spend a minimum of 15 hours on their SAE project. You will be expected to maintain detailed records and turn in project components on or before the due dates. The major portions of this project include your project plan, time and expense records, 4 pictures, and your presentation to the class at the end of the year. It is important that students stay on track with this assignment as it will count for approximately 15% of their final grade.  Additional information and grading rubrics will be provided in class. 
FFA


FFA membership and participation is also an integral part of the agricultural education program. FFA is the largest youth leadership organization in the world, with over 28,000 members in Georgia alone. FFA provides students priceless opportunities to plan and implement community improvement projects, compete in career development events, enjoy social events with their peers, earn scholarship money, travel, discover career skills, and grow as an individual and leader.  Students are encouraged to join the SEHS FFA chapter and become a National FFA member.  Student dues are $12 which includes local membership, national membership, and a year’s subscription to New Horizons. Fundraising opportunities will be provided to help students pay dues.         

2015 Parent/Student Acknowledgement Form
Class Title: 
_______________________________________
Parents and students, sign below indicating that you have read and understand the rules, grading policies, and class expectations described in the syllabus provided. All questions or concerns should be directed to Mrs. Shipman at: 

Myria.Shipman@sccpss.com or by calling (912)395-2000.

Students Signature: ______________________________________

Parent/Guardian: ________________________________________

Date: ____________________  

Questions or comments? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to Mrs. Shipman no later than: __________________
